The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children Invites Families to
Apply for Tuition Assistance

Facts About The Scholarship Fund (SFIC)

e For families with children in grades K-12 attending private/parochial schools in the Archdiocese
of Newark (Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union Counties).

e Tuition assistance is based on financial need and is awarded without regard to ethnicity, gender,
race or religion. Some awards may not be transferable to another school or family member.

e Currently the SFIC General Scholarship Fund awards partial tuition assistance to elementary and
high school students entering grades K through 12. (Pre-Kindergarten programs are not
eligible). Previous applicants should sign in to their family account at sficnj.civicore.com to

apply,

e Tuition assistance applications for 2024-2025 school year will be available on-line only starting
February 1, 2024 until May 1, 2024 on the parent/student portal at www.sficnj.org. DO NOT
CREATE A NEW ACCOUNT IF YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY APPLIED. SIGN IN TO YOUR FAMILY
LOGIN AND CLICK ON THE APPLICATION LINK.

¢ Deadline for submitting your on-line application with ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS is May 1,
2024.

e Financial documentation REQUIRED includes the following:
= 2023 Federal 1040 (page 1 & 2 only) with children listed as dependents
= 2023 W2

e If applicable:
= 2023 Schedule C/Schedule 1 (if business/other income noted on form 1040)
= 2023 SSI 1099S or benefit budget letter including monthly amount
= Unemployment determination letter
» Current SNAP Food Stamp and/or Welfare benefit budget letter including monthly
amounts.

e A $35 non-refundable application fee (payable via credit or prepaid credit card) is required (one
per family).

e Students receiving tuition assistance are not eligible for more than one award.

e All applicants will be notified by email of our late June 2024.



FAQ

Q: When can I apply for The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children (SFIC) tuition assistance?

The applications for the 2024-2025 school year will be available on the www.sficnj.org website PARENT/STUDENT PORTAL beginning February 1,
2024. The application may only be filled out and submitted on-line and will be considered complete once ALLL. REQUIRED DOCUMENTS are
submitted. Any applications received without the proper financial documentation by the May 1, 2024 deadline date will not be considered.

Q: How can I apply?

RETURNING FAMILIES who are currently receiving tuition assistance (or have previously applied in 2023) will receive an email with instructions on
how to re-apply with a special link to access the on-line application. Returning families MUST USE THE EMAIL WITH THE UNIQUE
APPLICATION LINK FOR YOUR FAMILY. Do not re-apply through the NEW APPLICANT link. This will create a duplicate record in our
system and the processing of the application will be delayed.

NEW APPLICANTS who are applying for the very first time should visit the PARENT PORTAL on our website at www.sficnj.org and create an account
as anew family. When creating your account be aware that SFIC does not have access to your password so be diligent and save the information where you
can readily gain access to it. You will be using this annually when you re-apply.

Q: What is needed with my application?

All applications must include the following REQUIRED DOCUMENTS (we cannot accept any financial forms/taxes from prior years or tax transcripts) a
copy of signed 2023 Federal 1040 form and all 2023 W-2 forms (and Schedule C/Schedule 1 if business/other income is reported on the Federal 1040 form)
for all family members included as part of your household on the application. A $35 non-refundable fee payable to SFIC is required. The Federal 1040
form must include the name(s) of each child for whom you are requesting assistance. If appropriate, you should also include copies of Unemployment,
Child Support, Public Assistance, and Social Security benefits.

All applicants must provide a valid email address.

Q: What should I do if my current financial situation is different from my income reported on my 2023 Federal 1040 form?

Please fill out the appropriate section on the on-line application explaining any change in employment or compensation status. You must submit
documentation that supports your letter.

Q: What should I do if I/we did not file in 2023 Federal IRS Tax return (extensions to file past our application cannot be accepted)?

Please submit a letter detailing your total household income for the period of January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023. You must include official
documentation that supports your household income (letter from your employer on company letterhead, etc). You must also submit
documentation that the applicant is the legal guardian of the students you are requesting aid for.

Q: Who is eligible to apply for the SFIC tuition assistance award?

Parents/Guardians of students in grades K-12 from low income families currently or planning to enroll in a private/parochial school located within the
Archdiocese of Newark district (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, and Union counties) are eligible to apply. We do not offer tuition assistance for any
Pre-K or after school programs. Only the schools listed on our on-line application can be considered.

Q: Once my on-line application is submitted, can I call the SFIC office to inquire about the status of my application?

No. All applications submitted will remain under review until final determinations are made in JUNE 2023. SFIC will not provide any other information
before a finalized award decision has been announced. All correspondence regarding your application will be emailed to you by late JUNE 2024.

Q: Will you notify me if my on-line application is incomplete or missing information?

Yes. SFIC will email you, up until May 1, 2024, if you are missing any required documentation. Any information received after this date will be past the
deadline and will not be eligible for consideration.

Q: If my family is awarded, how is the payment made?

If your family has been awarded, payments will be made directly to your child(ren’s) respective school in the form of two installments: 50% of the award
will be paid in January for the first half of the school year and the remaining 50% will be paid in June for the second half of the school year. Your tuition
must be up to date to continue receiving tuition assistance!

Q: If my child is currently receiving an award for SFIC do I have to reapply for the following school year(s)?

Yes. Families must requalify and submit an application annually for the SFIC tuition assistance, regardless of whether they are currently receiving or
have been past recipients of an award. Families must also supply the most current financial documentation with their application every year. If you
applied within the last year (whether you received an award or not) you will receive an email with a special link for you to access the application.
Please check with our office at 973 497-4283 to make sure the email on file is the correct one. Do not use the link on the website for new applicants as it
will delay the process.

Q: What are the requirements needed to be considered for your tuition assistance?

Eligibility is based upon the total family household size and income. Your child must be enrolled or planning to attend a private/parochial school in the
Archdiocese of Newark in grades K to 12 and you must meet the annual income requirements established by SFIC.

Q: Do I have to be living in the same town as the school my child attends to be eligible to apply?

No. You do not have to live in the same town as the school but the school must be listed on our application to be considered.



Q: Can I receive more than one tuition assistance award from SFIC for my child?

e No. Only one tuition assistance award per student is permitted.



FAQ

P: {Cuéando puedo solicitar la Beca SFIC?

* Las solicitudes para el afo escolar 2024-2025 estaran disponibles en el sitio web

www.sficnj.org a partir del 1 de Febrero de 2024. La solicitud solamente se puede completar y enviar
en linea y se considerara completa una vez que se haya enviado TODOS los DOCUMENTOS
REQUERIDOS . No se consideraran las solicitudes recibidas sin la documentacion financiera
adecuada despues de la fecha limite 1 de mayo.

P: ;Cémo puedo aplicar?

* Las familias que actualmente estan recibiendo una beca o han solicitado

anteriormente, recibirdn un correo electronico con instrucciones sobre como volver a aplicar con
un enlace especial para acceder a la solicitud en linea. Las familias que regresan DEBEN
UTILIZAR EL ENLACE UNICO enviado por correo electronico. No vuelva a solicitar un
NUEVO ENLACE O APLICAR COMO UN APPLICANTE NUEVO ya que esto creard un
registro duplicado en nuestro sistema y el procesamiento de la aplicacion se retrasara. Los
primera vez deben visitar nuestro sitio web en www.sficnj.org y crear una cuenta como una
nueva familia. Al crear su cuenta, tenga en cuenta que SFIC no tiene acceso a su contrasefia, por
lo tanto, sea diligente y guarde la informacion donde pueda acceder facilmente a ella. Lo
utilizara anualmente cuando vuelva a aplicar.

P: {Qué se necesita con mi aplicacion?

* Todas las solicitudes deben incluir una copia de su formulario 2023 Federal 1040 firmado y
todos los formularios W-2 2023 (y el Anexo C/Anexo 1 si los otros ingresos o ingresos del
negocio se informan en el formulario 1040 Federal). Se requiere una tarifa no reembolsable de
$35 pagada a SFIC. El formulario Federal 1040 debe incluir el nombre (s) de cada nifio para el
cual esta solicitando asistencia. Si corresponde, también debe incluir copias de los beneficios de
Desempleo, Manutencion de los hijos, Asistencia publica y Seguro social. * Todos los
solicitantes deben proporcionar una direccion de correo electronico valida.

P: {Qué debo hacer si mi situacion financiera actual es diferente de mi ingreso informado en mi
formulario 1040 Federal 2023?

» Complete la seccion correspondiente en la solicitud en linea que explica cualquier cambio en el
estado de empleo o de compensacion. Debe presentar documentacion que respalde su carta.

P: ;Qué debo hacer si yo/nosotros no presentamos la declaracion de impuestos federal del
IRS de 2023 (no se pueden aceptar extensiones para presentar la declaracion de impuestos
federal mas alla de nuestra solicitud)?

* Envie una carta detallando el ingreso total de su hogar para el periodo del 1 de Enero de
2023 al 31 de Diciembre de 2023. Debe incluir la documentacion que respalde el ingreso de su
hogar (4 recibos de pago, carta de su empleador con el membrete de la empresa, etc.). También



debe presentar documentacion de que el solicitante es el tutor legal de los estudiantes para los
que solicita ayuda. No aceptamos extensiones

P: ;{Quién es elegible para solicitar la beca SFIC?

* Los padres / tutores de estudiantes en los grados K-12 de familias de bajos ingresos
actualmente o que planean inscribirse en una escuela catdlica ubicada en la Arquidiocesis de
Newark dentro de los condados de Bergen, Essex, Hudson y Union son elegibles para postularse.

P: Una vez que envien mi solicitud en linea, ;puedo llamar a la oficina de SFIC para preguntar
sobre el estado de mi solicitud?

* No. Todas las solicitudes presentadas permaneceran bajo revision hasta que se tomen las
determinaciones finales. SFIC no proporcionara ninguna otra informacion antes de que se haya
anunciado una decision de adjudicacion finalizada. Toda la correspondencia relacionada con su
solicitud le serd enviada por correo electronico antes de fines de Junio de 2024.

P: {Me notificara si mi solicitud en linea esta incompleta o falta informacion?

* Si. SFIC le enviard un correo electronico, hasta el 1 de Mayo 2024, si le falta alguna
documentacion requerida. Cualquier informacion recibida después del esa fecha
pasara de la fecha limite y no sera elegible para su consideracion.

P: Si se otorga a mi familia, ;como se hace el pago?

* Si a su familia se le ha otorgado una beca, los pagos se realizardn directamente a la escuela
respectiva de su hijo (a) en forma de dos cuotas: el 50% del premio se pagara en Enero durante la
primera mitad del afo escolar y el 50% restante se pagara en Julio durante la segunda mitad del
afio escolar.

P: Si mi hijo esta recibiendo actualmente una beca, ;tengo que volver a solicitar el / los siguiente
(s) afio (s) escolar (es)?

« SI, las familias deben solicitar las becas SFIC cada afio, independientemente de si
recibiendo actualmente. Las familias también deben proporcionar la documentacion financiera

mas actualizada con su solicitud cada afio. Si aplic6 durante el Gltimo afio (ya sea que haya
recibido un premio o no), recibira un correo electronico con un enlace especial para que pueda
acceder a la solicitud. Verifique con nuestra oficina al 973 497-4283 para asegurarse de que el
correo electronico en el archivo sea el correcto. No use el enlace en el sitio web para nuevos
solicitantes, ya que demorara el proceso.

P: (Cuaéles son los requisitos necesarios para ser considerados para su beca?
* La elegibilidad se basa en el ingreso total del hogar familiar. Su hijo debe estar inscrito o

planear asistir a una escuela privada/parochia en la Arquididcesis de Newark en los grados de
Kindergarten a 12 y debe cumplir con los requisitos financieros establecidos por SFIC.



P: {Tengo que vivir en la misma ciudad que la escuela a la que asiste mi hijo para ser elegible?
* No. Su hijo debe asistir o inscribirse para asistir a una escuela arquidiocesana de Newark; sin
embargo, no tiene que vivir en la misma ciudad que la escuela. Solo las escuelas indicada en
nuestra aplicacion estan eligible.

P: ;Puedo recibir mas de una beca de The Scholarship Fund for In-City Children?

* No. Solo se permite una beca por estudiante.



